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Miss Stone appealed, and the Court of Appeal reversed
the decision, holding that though a public nuisance was not
established, the defendants, knowing that balls had been hit
over the fence, owred a duty to take reasonable care to prevent
injury to the users of the highway. It was held that the de-
fendants had failed to exercise the care which the circum-
stances demanded and were liable in damages for negligence.
The defendants appealed to the House of Lords, and the
appeal was allowed.
Formerly the House of Lords acted as the tribunal in
cases of Impeachment, the House of Commons acting as pros-
ecutor. The practice of impeachment, has now fallen into
disuse. There have been no cases of political impeachment^
since 1717.
Ordinary Public Bills may originate in the House of*
Lords or in the House of Commons. Bills follow a similar
procedure in the Lords to that in the Commons, that is to say
there are three "Readings" as well as a Committee stage.
Questions to Ministers may be asked in the Lords, but
the number asked is very small, usually not more than ten a
week.51 There are opportunities for Peers to raise matters
about which they are concerned by the simple device of
"moving for papers" and, when a reasonable discussion has
.taken place, withdrawing the motion.
One special proceeding which takes place in the House"
of Lords should be mentioned, and that is the giving of the
Royal Assent to Bills. Nowadays this is done by Commission
and not by the Sovereign in person.52 The Royal Assent has-
not been refused to a Bill which has passed the two Houses of
61 Compared with several hundreds in the Commons.
52 The Royal Assent has not been given in person since 1854.